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they have applied to them mercurial plaifters; the 
effe£t of which time will {hew. 

As he is now difcharged out of the hofpital, they 
have directed him to bathe continually in the ocean, 
which happens to be very convenient to his habita¬ 
tion ; and have directed him to anoint his limbs with 
the foapy juice of the quercus marina , which lies in 
plenty along the fhore. I {hall attend to the event 
of this procefs, and fend your Lordlhip a particular 
account of it. 


I am, with all regard, 

Your Lord {hip’s much obliged, 

and moll obedient humble Servant, 


Dublin, 
May 24. 1759. 


William Henry. 


Read May 3, 
* 759 * 


XVI. An Account of the Comet feen in May 

1759. By J. Bevis, M.B. 

I Had acquainted fome of my friends, 
that it was my opinion a comet would 
hardly arife above our horizon of London Sunday 
April the 29th; but that probably we might fee one 
April 30th. 

Sunday was very clear j but I could not fee it. 
Monday, not fo clear: however, I faw what I 
took for the comet thro’ the fmoke of the town, 
about ten, near the horizon. 

Tuefday, May 1. faw it very plainly, at Mr. 
Short’s, from nine to eleven. We compared it by 

means 
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means of the equatorial inftrument with a, ft, and g 
corvi •, whence its right afcenfion, at 8 h. 45 m. 
mean time, comes out 1 fg° yy' 9", and its fouth 
declination 25 0 52' I4 // . 

Wednefday, May 2d, obferved it again at Mr. 
Siflon’s in the Strand, with a fedtor of 5 feet radius, 
and compared it with ft corvi ; whence, at 9 h. 6 m. 
mean time, its right afcenfion 158° 47' 37", and its 
fouth declination 2a 0 19 1 23". The increafing moon 
had now much weakened the light of the comet, 
fo that the tail and nucleus could not be diftinguifhed 
as laft night. 

I think I may now venture to pronounce this to 
be the fame as the comet of 168 2 3 and am about 
making out its future track. If I prefume rightly, 
it will in a fhort time become in a manner ftationary, 
but diminifh very faft both in fize and light j the 
earth and it both receding from each other almoft in 
a right line. It is at this time about four times 
nearer to the earth than the fun is. 

May 3.1759. J* Bevis. 


An Account of the feme Comet: By Nicolas 
Munckley, Efq\ Communicated by Ni¬ 
colas Munckley, M. Z>. F. R. S. 


Read May 3, r j ’ H E firft certain view I had of any 
> 759 * appearance, which could be the 

expedited comet, was on the evening of the 30th of 
April, about S. S. W. a little lower than the middle 
of Hydra. But I did not attempt to determine its 

place 
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place with any precifion, till a fecond obfervation 
had made me more fully fatisfied of its being the 
phenomenon I wifhed it. 

The following evening, May ill, its place about 
ten o’ clock (as well as I was able to fix it with no 
better afliftance than a common globe, a quadrant, 
and Senex’s planifphere) was, right afcenfion about 
160 deg. declination a little more than 2 j deg. S. 
in a part of the heavens not formed into any con- 
ftellation, about 9 deg. below the ftar in Crater , 
mark’d in Bayer’s catalogue a, and nearefl to % in 
Hydra ; which lafl ftar was about 3 deg. to the eaft 
of the comet. It is a luminous appearance, very 
evident to the naked eye (notwithftanding the light 
of the moon, within two or three days of her qua¬ 
drature), yet rather dim than fplendid ; large, but 
very ill defined. The telefcope, at the fame time it 
magnifies it, feems to render it more obfcure. The 
nucleus appears to me to be rather furrounded with 
a circular hazinefs, than to have a tail in any parti¬ 
cular direction, efpecially as feen thro’ a telefcope. 


Hampflead, 
May 1. 1759. 


Nicolas Munckley. 


P. S. The 2d of May I faw the comet again very 
diftinftly with the naked eye; but being then in 
London, without either globe or planifphere, I 
did not pretend to fettle its place. 

The cloudinefs of the evenings prevented mv 
feeing the comet any more till the 5th and 6th of 
May : and on thefe days partly thin clouds, and 
partly the increafing light of the moon, rendered 
it much lefs calily difcernible, both by the naked 

eye 
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eye and in the telefcope. As the fame caufes ob- 
feured almoft all the ftars near it, I had great dif¬ 
ficulty in fixing its place on the globe. It ap¬ 
pears however, now, evidently, to be moving 
contrary to the order of the figns, and more con- 
fiderably northwards, i. e. flowly retrograde, with 
a decreafing fouth latitude. 

Hampftead, N. M. 

May 6 . 1759. 


XVII. A Catalogue of the Fifty Plants from 
Chelfea Garden, prefented to the Royal 
Society by the worjhipful Company of Apo¬ 
thecaries, for the Year 1757, purjuant to 
the Dire&ion of Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet , 
Med. Reg. cl? Soc. Reg. nuper Prcefes , by 
John Wilmer, M. D. clarijf. Societatis 
Pharmaceut. Lond. Socius , Hort. Chelfean. 
PrcefeSlus & PrreleSlor Botanic. 


Read May 3,") 1801 \ Cinos Syriaca, folio tenuiore, 
I7S9 ' J JLjL. capfulis hirfutis. Mor. Hift. 

180a iEgilops Lobelii. 

1803 Ambrofia maritima. C. B. 138. Ambrofia 

quibufdam. J. B. 3. 190. 

1804 Arum Zeylanicum humile latifolium, piftillo 

purp. Miller. 

1805 Allragalus caulefcens eredtus pilofus, floribus 

fpicatis, leguminibus fubulatis pilofis, Lin. 
Sp. PI. 6* 


1806 


